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who wanted him to write stories, Yeats
did much critical work and editing. Fi-
nally yielding to his father's wishes, he
wrote the story John Sherman, whose
background is Sligo and London, pouring
into it, as he did into Innisfree, all his
discontent with London and his nostal-
gia for Ireland. He met Henley and his
young men, he chatted with Lady Wilde
in her drawing-room, and, with his sister,
he joined the circle around William Morris
in the old stable in Hammersmith. Two
of his father's friends, Dr. Todhunter and
T. W. Rolleston, who lived nearby, he in-
fluenced to join him in his plans to revive
the poetic drama and make Irish liter-
ature national. He met the young men
and women who were to be his friends,
Florence Farr and Maude Gonne, Arthur
Symons, Lionel Johnson, Edwin Ellis,
MacGregor Mathers, Charles Ricketts,
Charles Shannon, and others. He joined
the devotees around Madame Blavatsky's
green baize table; he was initiated into the
Hermetic Students, one of the many soci-
eties in which the wave of occult thought
that swept through Great Britain and the